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Holy Mass
Holy Mass

CHRISTMAS IN ARMENIA

Some Armenians fast (don't eat anything) in the week before Christmas. The
Christmas Eve meal is called khetum 'fTuppnid'. It often includes dishes such as
rice, fish, nevik 'mihl}' (green chard and chick peas) and yogurt/wheat soup
called tanabur 'pwlwwnip'. Desserts includes dried fruits and nuts, including
rojik (whole shelled walnuts threaded on a string and encased in grape jelly),
bastukh (a paper-like dessert made of grape jelly, cornstarch and flour). This
lighter menu is designed to ease the stomach off the week-long fast and prepare
it for the rather more substantial Christmas Day dinner. Children take presents
of fruits, nuts, and other candies to older relatives.

Santa Claus Gaghant Baba / Kaghand Papa traditionally comes on New Year's
Eve (December 31st) because Christmas Day itself is thought of as more of a
religious holiday in Armenia.

In Armenian Happy/Merry Christmas is Shnorhavor Amanor yev Surb Tznund
(Gnphwynp Wdwbinp W Unipp Gtnibny) (which means 'Congratulations for
the Holy Birth'). Happy/Merry Christmas in lots more languages. At the begin-
ning of December a big Christmas Tree (Tonatsar) is put up in Republic Square
in Yerevan, the capital of Armenia.

Favorite and traditional Holiday foods in Armenia include Anooshaboor
(Armenian Christmas Pudding), Khozee bood (glazed ham) and dried fruits.
Every house is ready with lots of sweets because i\n/irone might knock on the
door and come in for a party! CITY|

IF ANYONE would like to donate ALTAR FLOWERS!
Please see Father Armenag. Thank you
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FROM THE LETTER OF ST. PAUL TO PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11

LET THIS mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a ser-
vant, and was made in the likeness of men:

AND BEING found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and be-
came obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under
the earth; AND THAT every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. THIS IS THE WORDS OF GOD

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDIL&G TO ST. ]LUKE 2:
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And when eight days were accomplished for:

child, his name was called JESUS, which was:

fore he was conceived in the womb.
THIS IS THE GOSPE
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Pastor: Father Armenag Bedrossian E-Mail: OLQOM@oo.com
P.C.C. Abraham Kevorkian: aapo007@yahoo.com

Choir D. Marie Kayayan: mkaymelodie@gmail.com :

L.G. Salpie Abadjian: Salpie3@aol.com i Masses: Sat: 8:00 a.m.
Office Phone: (323)261-9898 ! Sunday: English  9:30 a.m.
Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. | Armenian 11:00 a.m.
]
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tel:%28818%29216-9532
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/fatherchristmas.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/languages.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/trees.shtml
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NEW YEAR’S HISTORY

Civilizations around the world have been celebrating the start of each
new year for at least four millennia. Today, most New Year’s festivities
begin on December 31 (New Year’s Eve), the last day of the Gregorian
calendar, and continue into the early hours of January 1 (New Year’s
Day). Common traditions include attending parties, eating special New
Year’s foods, making resolutions for the new year and watching fire-
works displays.
EARLY NEW YEAR'S CELEBRATIONS

The earliest recorded festivities in honor of a new year’s arrival date
back some 4,000 years to ancient Babylon. For the Babylonians, the
first new moon following the vernal equinox—the day in late March
with an equal amount of sunlight and darkness—heralded the start of a
new year. They marked the occasion with a massive religious festival
called Akitu (derived from the Sumerian word for barley, which was cut
in the spring) that involved a different ritual on each of its 11 days. In
addition to the new year, Atiku celebrated the mythical victory of the
Babylonian sky god Marduk over the evil sea goddess Tiamat and
served an important political purpose: It was during this time that a new
king was crowned or that the current ruler’s divine mandate was sym-
bolically renewed.
Throughout antiquity, civilizations around the world developed increas-
ingly sophisticated calendars, typically pinning the first day of the year
to an agricultural or astronomical event. In Egypt, for instance, the year
began with the annual flooding of the Nile, which coincided with the
rising of the star Sirius. The first day of the Chinese new year, mean-
while, occurred with the second new moon after the winter solstice.

JANUARY 1 BECOMES NEW YEAR’'S DAY
The early Roman calendar consisted of 10 months and 304 days, with
each new year beginning at the vernal equinox; according to tradition, it
was created by Romulus, the founder of Rome, in the eighth century
B.C. A later king, Numa Pompilius, is credited with adding the months
of Januarius and Februarius. Over the centuries, the calendar fell out of
sync with the sun, and in 46 B.C. the emperor Julius Caesar decided to
solve the problem by consulting with the most prominent astronomers
and mathematicians of his time. He introduced the Julian calendar,
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which closely resembles the more modern Gregorian calendar that
most countries around the world use today.

As part of his reform, Caesar instituted January 1 as the first day of the
year, partly to honor the month’s namesake: Janus, the Roman god of
beginnings, whose two faces allowed him to look back into the past
and forward into the future. Romans celebrated by offering sacrifices
to Janus, exchanging gifts with one another, decorating their homes
with laurel branches and attending raucous parties. In medieval
Europe, Christian leaders temporarily replaced January 1 as the first of
the year with days carrying more religious significance, such as De-
cember 25 (the anniversary of Jesus’ birth) and March 25 (the Feast of
the Annunciation); Pope Gregory XIII reestablished January 1 as New
Year’s Day in 1582.

HOW POOR WE ARE ﬁ

One day a father, of a very wealthy family, took his son on a trip to the
country with the firm purpose of showing his son how poor people can
be. They spent a couple of days and nights on the farm of what would
be considered a very poor family.

On their return from the trip, the father asked his son, "How was the
trip?" "It was great Dad!" "Did you see how poor people can be?" the
father asked.

"Oh yeah," said the son. "So what did you learn from the trip?" asked
the father.

The son answered, " I saw we have one dog and they have four. We
have a pool that reaches to the middle of our garden and they have a
creek that has no end. We have imported lanterns in our garden and
they have the stars at night. Our patio reaches to the front yard and
they have the whole horizon.

We have a small piece of land to live on and they have fields that go
beyond our sight. We have servants who serve us, but they serve oth-
ers. We buy our food, but they grow theirs. We have walls around our
property to protect us, they have friends to protect them."
With this the boy's father was speechless. Then his son
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