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Ս. Աստուած :  Որ Յարեար ի մերելոց  

 

Masses: Sat:          8:00   a.m. 

Sunday: English    9:30   a.m. 

          Armenian    11:00  a.m. 

             

 

 
 The Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 8:1-11 

 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Je-

sus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set 

you free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do 

because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the 

flesh,  in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in 

us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
 

Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the 

flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their 

minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is 

death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace.  The mind gov-

erned by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can 

it do so.  Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 
 

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the 

Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have 

the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.  But if Christ is in you, then 

even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives 

life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 

the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give 

life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

 
This is the word of the Lord  
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"College-educated and less-educated women attended religious services 

at similar rates and both experienced declines in recent decades," he said. 

One factor McClendon points to as possible reason is the increase of reli-

gious "none's," or adults with no religious affiliation. Since the 1990s, 

that number has more than doubled, growing from 8 percent to 21 percent 

in 2014. 

"Although men are more likely than women to say they have no religious 

affiliation, the rate of growth in the unaffiliated has been slightly more 

rapid for women than men," McClendon wrote. 

"But a more important factor in the narrowing attendance gap is found on 

the other side of the equation, among those adults who are affiliated with 

a religion," he added. 

But the drop in attendance has not led to a drop in devotion for those who 

stay. Men are more likely to say now that they attend services weekly, 

while women who do stay remain devoted to serving and praying. 
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You'll Never Guess Who's Leaving  
the Church the Fastest 

By: Talia Wise (www1.cbn.com) 

When you look around your church on Sunday 

morning, you may see more women than men in 

the pew, but a new study shows the gender gap is 

closing. Pew Research shows the gender gap in 

attendance has narrowed to just 6 points. The reason? Women are leaving 

the church faster than men. 

 

Since 1972 the number of women attending service once a week dropped 

from 36 percent to 28 percent while the number of men dropped from 26 

percent to 22 percent. Men's attendance pattern has also become much 

more stable over time and they are more likely to say they attend services 

weekly (28 percent), a Pew Research study has found. 

 

Pew Research's David McClendon said while there are several theories 

behind the change, only one factor remains the real culprit for the drop. 

One theory suggests that Christian women who work attend church less 

often then women who don't.  

 

"Scholars have found that in the U.S. and other predominantly Christian 

countries, women working in the labor force attend religious services less 

often than women outside the labor force and show a smaller gender gap 

with men," McClendon wrote. 

 

However, Pew Research shows that during the late 1970s and early 1980s 

when the workforce increased, religious service attendance also in-

creased. Also, by the mid 1980s women's worship attendance declined for 

both working or non-working women. Another theory suggests that 

women are becoming too well educated to attend religious services. 

McClendon said that has little to do with the drop. 

 
 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 12:38-45 
 

Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, 

“Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” 
 

He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! 

But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  For as Jo-

nah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son 

of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The 

men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and 

condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now some-

thing greater than Jonah is here. The Queen of the South will rise at the 

judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the ends 

of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now something greater 

than Solomon is here. 
 

“When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid 

places seeking rest and does not find it.  Then it says, ‘I will return to the 

house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean 

and put in order.  Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more 

wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of 

that person is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked 

generation.” 
     This is the Gospel of the Lord  

 
 

What is the sign of Jonah? 
 

God would often use signs (or miracles) in the Bible to authenticate His chosen 

messenger. The Lord provided Moses with several miraculous signs in order to 

prove to others that he was appointed by God (Exodus 4:5–9;7:8–10;19-20). God 

sent down fire on Elijah’s altar during Elijah’s contest with the prophets of Baal 

(1 Kings 18:36–39). He performed this miracle to prove that the God of Israel 

was the one true God. Jesus Himself would perform many miracles (or “signs”) 

to demonstrate His power over nature (Matthew 4:23; Mark 6:30–44;Luke 8:22–

24; John 6:16–24). The “sign of Jonah” would turn out to be Jesus’ greatest mira-

cle of all. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead would be God’s chief sign that Jesus 

was Israel’s long-awaited Messiah (Acts 2:23–32) and establish Christ’s claims 

to deity (Romans 1:3–4). 
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